


Procedural method:

On the basis of excerpts of films and on the basis of selected photographs,
the students will undertake a "“journey” to certain places within the
complete work of Wim Wenders. The main task will be to let the students
find out Wenders main issues and topics connected to his film settings by
themselves. By comparing motifs in the pictures and selected film clips
side-by-side in a carefully and analytically observant way, the students
are asked to discover repetitions, systems and principles in the choice of
Wim Wenders film places self-dependently. These aspects are then
extended in a more deeply examined way through the comparison with
paintings and photographs of other artists that have had an influence on
Wenders directly.

Paris/Texas (1984): The reverse angle

These issues and topics carved out by the students will be completed by
quotes taken from Wenders essays as well as from texts of other writers
dealing with the work of Wim Wenders to also prove our thesis. In
addition to that, the students will watch excerpts from the documentary
“One who set forth- Wim Wenders " early years”. Within the film Wenders
says much about autobiographical places and personal occurrences. The
observer can undertake a side by side location tour with the German
director to find out in what way Wenders is interested or even fascinated
by the places he visits.

The seminar will be completed with a last summary of the major topics
and thesis that were developed in the group during the workshop. It is
underlined in what way the biographical and symbolical places between
Oberhausen (the home town of Wim Wenders in the German Ruhrgebiet)
and Paris/Texas (certainly the most famous film setting in a Wenders
movie) are the co-authors of Wim Wenders’ stories told in his movies.
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